
Trefoil set to help more young people 
fulfil their potential
More young people than ever before have benefited from financial assistance 
from Trefoil, according to the charity’s annual report dated 7 May 2018.
Following the sale of property in late 2015 and the contracting out of its administration to 
the WS Society the following year, the charity’s trustees embarked on an overhaul of its 
three grant schemes to enable online applications and streamline procedures, plus a major 
redesign of its website.

As a result, some £120,000 were spent in 2017 on a combination of financial assistance 
to enable disadvantaged young people and their families have a holiday, to help others to 
fulfil their potential through a variety of personal development projects, and to assist like-
minded charities directly involved in service delivery carry out their work.

Outgoing Chair of Trefoil Eddie Frizzell said:

“  Following the sale of our property at Gogarburn in Edinburgh the trustees set 
themselves the aim of halving our administration costs and doubling our charitable 
giving and I am delighted that both aims were achieved in 2017. Applications for 
grant assistance have been buoyant and our current financial position suggests that 
2018 will be another successful year as the charity seeks to give young people with 
particular needs opportunities they might otherwise not have.”
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The charity Trefoil House was founded to support 
children and young people who are in need of care, 
support and development. During the second half of 
the 20th century Trefoil House worked with children 
with disabilities and special needs through residential 
care, but as times changed along with the needs 
of these children, Trefoil moved out of residential 
provision to providing financial assistance through 
three grants schemes:

-  Organisational Grants provide financial support 
largely to other charities to set up special projects 
for disadvantaged children and young people. 
Nearly £64,000 were distributed to a total of 15 
Organisations in 2017. 2018 sees a particular focus 
on arts and sports. 

-  Personal Development Grants provide direct 
financial help to young people to enable them to 
fulfil their potential through participation in sport 
or special projects, or by enabling the purchase 
of special equipment which can make their lives 
easier. 40 grants totalling nearly £38,000 were 
awarded in 2017.

-  The Lilias Finlay Holiday Grants Fund gives 
financial assistance to families with children who 
have limited mobility or additional physical or 
psychological needs, to have holidays together in 
the UK, but would otherwise be unable to do so 
because of financial stress. In 2017 just over 50 
families were assisted in this way. The aim in 2018 
is to improve on its 2017 spend of £18,000 from the 
Fund, and Trefoil is hoping more families throughout 
Scotland and beyond will look for help from them.

Full details on grants schemes, deadlines, and how 
to apply can be found at www.trefoil.org.uk 

Information on how to make a donation can also be 
found on the website.
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